Speak 








Final Writing Assignment

Your assignment for this piece of writing is to produce a series of four personal reflections based on the first few months of your freshman year (anything from September forward).  Although Melinda Sordino is a fictional character, “her” writings in Speak are autobiographical.  Likewise, your writings should be based on actual experiences and observations.

Like the pieces in Speak, your writings should:

· each have a title related to the content.

· rely on specific details.

· each describe a particular event or memory (from the first portion of your freshman year).

· include reactions to/emotions about events, situation, etc.

· each be a complete piece of writing.

· contain a strong sense of voice.  As with Melinda’s narration, your writing here should sound as personal and real as you can make it!

· be in chronological order.

Each piece of writing should be at least 1 ½ pages long, double-spaced (typewritten).  This would be at least one full page of writing (with normal margins and handwriting) if they are handwritten.

Rough Draft due: 




   For this deadline, you need to have all four drafts completed.  If these are handwritten, they need to be at least 1 full page each.  If they are typed, they should be a minimum of 1½ pages (doublespaced).  You will be sharing these pieces of writing with a peer.  
Final Draft due:  




  Don’t forget that although this is a piece of creative writing, what you hand in is a final draft, and should be read carefully to eliminate spelling mistakes, typos, and other mechanical mistakes.  You will choose one of your four pieces of writing to share with the class.  Final drafts should be typewritten.
Other requirements:

· Times New Roman 12-point font

· 1-inch margins

· MLA heading on first page and header on all following pages

· Writing turned in to turnitin.com prior to submission of final draft

