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Before peer editing: Read your own paper aloud.   This is one of the best ways to catch small mistakes such as spelling errors and typos!  While you are reading, take note of any problems with grammar and mechanics.  Switch papers after this step!
While peer editing for your partner:

Step #1: After you have read the introduction, stop briefly and:

1. Underline the claim.
2. Check to see that the claim is connected to a theme.
3. Write down what you expect the paper to be about.  Be as specific as possible!  Write your expectations in the space below:

When you get your own paper back, look at your editor’s thoughts about what your paper will be about.  If his/her ideas do not match your intentions, you may need to revise your thesis!
Step #2: Continue reading the paper silently.  As you are reading, look for and correct any obvious mistakes.

If you come across anything that you are not sure about, ask me!! 

Step #3:  Go through and respond to the following:
1. Explain whether or not the introduction has all necessary components (author, title, genre, background, connection to theme, claim; claim should be the last sentence in your introduction and should state an overall theme of the book).

2. Check topic sentences.  Do the topic sentences contain:
· A transitional statement?

· A clear statement of what this paragraph will be about?

· A specific connection to the claim/theme?
3. Explain whether or not each quote in the essay is both introduced and explained.  Be thorough here as this should be the bulk of the writer’s explanation of the context/situation from the piece of literature.  Remember that the context should come before the quotation.
4. Carefully examine the analysis in each body paragraph.  Does each paragraph attain the 2:1 ratio of analysis to evidence?  Explain how or how not.  Does the analysis link clearly back to the claim/theme?
5. Explain whether or not the essay is organized in a manner that makes sense.  What is the basis of that organization?

6. Explain whether or not the conclusion contains all necessary components (explains how this idea is important to the work as a whole and to life in general; the conclusion should make strong connections back to the overall theme/claim that the writer has been proving).

7. Look for and circle analysis verbs!  Also doublecheck how the analysis after each quotation begins (it should not say “this quotation. . .”).  Comment on these items below:
8. Check the following:

· The essay does not contain personal pronouns.

· The writer does not make use of the pronoun “you.”

· The essay does not contain contractions.

· The verbs in the essay are all in present tense.

· The essay does not contain formulaic wording.
· There are analysis verbs in the body paragraphs.
· Every quote in the essay is cited correctly, including punctuation (check with me if you are not sure about this).

